REMARKS 

Claims 1-10, as amended, and new claims 11-14 appear in this application for the 
Examiner's review and consideration. 

Claim 1 was amended to recite that the metal cations are all members of group 4 
of the periodic table. Thus, these cations are related in such a way that they are expected 
to perform similarly as catalysts according to the invention. Claims 11-14 are presented 
to separately recite each of the catalysts that were originally recited in and that are 
supported by claim 1 . As there is no new matter in introducing these changes, the 
amendment and new claims should be entered at this time. 

The claims were subject to restriction as noted in the office action. In response, 
applicant elects, with traverse, the invention of Group I, claims 1-9, wherein the catalytic 
system contains titanium or zirconium. In view of the following comments, it is believed 
that all claims should be examined together. 

The tetravalent metal cations that were recited in claim 1 are related in that each 
one is a member of group 4 of the periodic table of the elements. Accordingly, claim 1 
has been amended as noted above to recite this generic feature of the invention. 
Furthermore, these three metals, Ti, Zr and Hf, each perform the same reaction in the 
same manner, so that they represent one aspect of the invention, rather than different 
inventive concepts. And while the catalyst art is generally known to be unpredictable, 
this is not the situation where any catalyst is claimed, but instead is one where three 
defined and related metal cations are recited as being alternative equivalents. For these 
reasons, it is respectfully submitted that these metal cations are sufficiently related so that 
at least claims 1-9 and 1 1-14 should be examined together. 

Claim 10 was restricted as being drawn to a catalytic system which is alleged as 
being different from the process claims. Applicant traverses this statement, since the 
catalytic system of claim 10 is the same one that is used in the process of claims 1-9 and 
11-14. Since a proper search of the art for the process claims would require that the 
catalyst art be reviewed to see if any prior art references disclose the use of such a 
catalytic system for the preparation of the same or similar compounds, the different claim 
groupings are not independent and distinct, as required by the rules, but instead are 
sufficiently related so that all claims should be examined together. Furthermore, there 
would appear to be no additional searching burden on the Examiner to review both sets of 



claims for the reason mentioned above,. Accordingly, all claims should be examined 
together. 

To the extent that the Examiner may allege that these different metal cations 
represent different species of the invention, the applicant would elect titanium as a single 
disclosed representative specie to assist the Examiner in conducting a search of the art. 

Finally, applicants note that the PTO 1449 that was filed has a few errors of a 
typographical nature. Thus, a replacement form 1449, without such errors, is enclosed for 
substitution of the one that was previously filed. The Examiner's cooperation in 
completing the replacement form, rather than the original one, would be sincerely 
appreciated. 

In view of the prior that has been submitted, it is believed that the entire 
application is now in condition for allowance, early notification of such would be 
appreciated. Should the Examiner not agree, a personal or telephonic interview is 
respectfully requested to discuss any remaining issues in order to expedite the eventual 
allowance of the claims. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Allan A. Fanucci 
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